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Interview with doug Enyart, constitution party 

candidate for congress… 
 

 

Doug, you ran for Congress in the special election in Missouri’s Eighth District in 
June. Why did you run? 

 

My decision to enter the political fray as a candidate came in part from the 
spirit of the saying if you want a job done right, do it yourself.  The other part 
comes from my deep concern for the nation my grandchildren will inherit from 
me, the erosion of the Constitution, and our loss of liberty. When Jo Ann    
Emerson resigned from Missouri’s Eighth Congressional District I decided to 
run but I knew I needed support from a political party—I found my home in the 
Constitution Party. 
 

What were your immediate obstacles? 
 

Well, every decision we make comes with expectations.  I can’t say what the Party’s      
expectations were in selecting me as the candidate, but my expectations of the Party were 
a little higher than reality. There are some very committed people in the Party willing to go 
the extra mile, even further, to support a candidate, but not enough. I thought there would 
be people with expertise in the various facets of running a campaign that would be there to 
guide me. The sort of expertise I’m speaking of includes handling Federal Election       
Commission requirements and forms, setting up campaign bank accounts, a campaign 
manager, people with PR contacts and savvy, debate prep, fund raising experts, even   
people to help put up yard signs. 
 
What were your first steps? 
 

I was going before groups to speak about our message and it resonated everywhere.   
People were asking for yard signs and bumper stickers, but I had none.  A fellow CP   
member asked if I wanted help in getting signs. I had no money, but realized I had to have 
something, so on faith, I ordered some signs. Both of the major party candidates took    
notice of my signs—they were widely distributed.  Suffice it to say most of the campaign 
came out of my own pocket, and that pocket is not deep. I was very grateful that the       
national Constitution Party helped raise money for my campaign: many patriots from across 
the country donated. 
 
The cost of a campaign is not only in money, but in time as well. I had a business to run, 
and campaigns for a national office need a lot of time. Every minute I had to spend in the 
learning curve with the FEC, or setting up meetings and interviews, distributing signs, and 
putting signs up, was a minute I wasn’t actually engaged in messaging the voters as the 
candidate—face time. 
 

So, what worked and didn’t work for your campaign? 
 
(continued on page 2) 

Fall Committee Meeting 
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Join us on our social networking sites... 

(Interview with Doug Enyart continued) 
 

What worked best was simply talking to people by whatever means, getting our message out.  Rarely did anyone I personally 
engaged walk away refusing to listen simply because they were a Republican or a Democrat.  My gut feeling is that more 
Democrats went away as supporters than Republicans, but still, most of the people did go away as supporters.  As for what 
I’d do differently, if I knew then what I know now, I may not have run.  But then, I wouldn’t be back in the trenches doing what 
I now know is vital to our future success: building the Constitution Party’s membership and structure.  We simply have got to 
have more members to carry the load.  We need people in every county willing to donate time to put up signs.  We need  
people with expertise in the areas I’ve named, and in other areas.  And we need lots of people who agree with our message, 
and will donate to the cause even if they don’t personally get involved at a higher level.  The fields are white with the harvest, 
but the laborers are few.  Many hands make light work; we need more people, and the only way to achieve that is for us, the 
few, to recruit them. Our nation is failing.  It falls to us to do all in our power to restore our Constitutional Republic. 
 
Thank you Doug—you provided a great service for our Party and its principles.  
 
(Doug Enyart received 3.6% of the vote, more than double the Libertarian Party nominee. He is now Eighth District Chairman 
of the Missouri Constitution Party.) 

To Facebook or not to facebook, that is the question… 
By Karen Murray, National Communications Director 

 

We’ve all heard of it. Many of us have been afraid of it. Now is the time to put away those fears 
and learn new skills to promote the Constitution Party in your state and among your Facebook 
Friends.  
 
Facebook is a social media platform that allows people to talk to each other, participate in 
groups, and share information for free, well, unless you want to place an ad, but that is another 
story. Facebook has its pluses and minuses, but with a little time learning the ropes you too can become an expert Facebook 
Communicator. 
 
How can Facebook spread the word about the Constitution Party? When people “like” our national fan page and share one 
of our posts, that post will be seen by all of their Facebook friends. For example, we currently have over 5570 “fans” on the 
national page. Adding up all the friends of the people who like us (say, 200 on average), we have the potential of reaching 
over 1.1 million people. Of course, not all will see or read our articles, and of those who do see us, most will not notice—
however, some will. That’s why every post counts. Some will “like” our page and our influence will grow. This is passive   
advertising. We post, you like and share, and slowly they come. 
 
But what if we really wanted to have an influence on the Facebook World? 5570 people in a nation of 318 million aren’t 
enough to sway an election. Do we give up? No! We start active advertising: sharing Constitution Party posts on every page 
you “like” that has a mission similar to our party platform. For example, if we post about the 2nd Amendment or Abortion, you 
then share that post on all like-minded pages or groups that are on your “like” list. Most of our posts have some sort of    
comment with them or if it is an image we try to include the national website or Facebook page link. When people who “like” 
us have done this in the past, we generally get an influx of new “likes”, but we need everyone to do this if we are going to 
have the grassroots network now for a successful 2014 election season. 
 
The third step is paid advertising. Facebook has an advertising feature that allows us to target Facebook members by      
location, age group, and keywords. As the Constitution Party has limited funds available for advertising, we have donors who 
occasionally give us small donations to run an ad. This method does gain us “likes” but not as many as friends sharing on 
their own pages and pages they have “liked”. If you are interested in funding Facebook ads, just send an email to           
communications@constitutionparty.com and I’ll let you know how you can donate an ad.  
 
There is a lot more to learn about Facebook and in the coming months we hope to train you on things like sharing images 
and links, writing and posting notes, creating a page for your party, choosing fan page or group or both, etc. If you have any 
topics you’d like to learn about, please send an email with your request to communications@constitutionparty.com.  
 
Happy Facebooking! 
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