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From the Chairman… 
 

I want to share with you my experience and observations during the past two 
days during which I and Lyle Nelson, the co-chairman of the Western Region, 
were able to join the Virgil Goode Campaign in the states of Wyoming and Utah.  
It was a remarkable experience.  
 

On Monday, August 6th, prior to the events in Wyoming, Virgil Goode was interviewed by 
the Salt Lake Tribune, Utah’s largest daily interview.  The article was quite favorable and 
received a lot of comments. The following day, Goode was interviewed by Utah’s most  
listened to radio station, KSL, plus two other radio stations in the state. The same day he 
was contacted by a major radio station in Eastern Idaho and given an interview. I assume 
that they learned of Goode’s candidacy from the Salt Lake Tribune article. 
 

The events in Cheyenne at the Plains Hotel and at the state capitol were professionally 
handled and went off without a glitch. En route from Cheyenne to Utah two more radio  
station interviews were conducted, including one with a widely listened to radio station in 
south central Wyoming.  Goode spoke at a town hall meeting in Bountiful, UT that was  
covered by the local press and was attended by well over 100 people including a former 
congressman from Utah who worked with Goode in the U.S. House.  He seemed most 
pleased that Goode was running for president.  
 

In a nut shell, I was impressed with three things.  One, I was amazed at the wide coverage 

that Goode is getting in the news media. Our candidates in the past have not come close to 

getting the coverage that the Goode candidacy is getting. Second, Goode relates very well 

to his audience and talks their language. His audiences very much appreciate that. Third, 

there seems to be a growing realization and feeling among the voters that they see very 

little difference between the political stands of the candidates of the two major parties.   
 

Your National Chairman, 

Frank Fluckiger 

Podcasts              

with Castle... 

Three times each week, Darrell 
Castle, addresses listeners on a 
variety of topics covering interna-
tional and national political news.  
Podcasts are archived and can 
be found by visiting 
www.constitutionpartyoftennesse
e.com/blog 
 
Recent podcasts include: 
 

 

Cultural Wars 
 

Good Jobs 
 

Civil Disturbance Operations 
 

Romney’s Trip to Europe 

Goode updates… 
 

This past week Congressman Goode has been traveling in the 
Midwest. He met with the head of the Constitution Party in   
Kentucky and made a campaign stop in Illinois, where he met 
with voters and distributed literature. He then visited with the 
leadership of the Iowa Constitution Party.  In Iowa, the         
Constitution Party is working very hard to secure around 2,000 
signatures to be on the ballot. Petitioning at the upcoming   
Iowa State Fair was discussed. On Tuesday evening,   
MSNBC covered some of the main issues of the campaign.             
Congressman Goode's positions and pictures were displayed prominently during the    
commentary. On Wednesday morning, the Wyoming Constitution Party hosted a breakfast 
at the historic Plains Hotel in Cheyenne, WY, after which the party sponsored a campaign 
rally at the State Capitol.  

Goode featured on the August 8th 
segment of MSNBC’s “The Last Word” 
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Constitution party of Virginia’s Statement 

regarding “suspected fraud” on petitions 
 

August 7, 2012 
 

The Constitution Party of Virginia (CPV) has not been notified of any investigation into petitions to place Congressman Virgil 

Goode on the Virginia Ballot for Presdient of the United States. We do not know of any alleged improprieties, nor do we   

believe there are any that have been caused, encouraged, or knowingly tolerated by either CPV or the Goode campaign. 

  
The idea that CPV or the Goode campaign would even tolerate any improper activities is ridiculous, for several reasons: 
 
We have earned a place on the ballot in every Presidential election in the past twenty years. There has never been a single 
question of impropriety.We expect the Virginia State Board of Elections to check our petition signatures for validity. They 
have in the past, and given us the numbers of valid signatures by petition circulator. In addition to our own experience of  
being closely checked by SBE, we are well aware that there were issues regarding the Gingrich petition effort. We would not 
turn in petitions we even suspected were fraudulent to authorities that have carefully checked our work every time.  
 
We knew before we started this effort that given Virginia's status as a swing state we would face efforts to keep us off the 
ballot. We have been very careful to avoid giving a toehold to those who would restrict ballot access to the establishment 
politicians who have caused all the problems our country faces.  
 

As most, if not all, campaigns do, we use paid signature collectors as well as volunteers to collect the huge number of      

signatures required to get on the ballot. The paid collectors, who in the end will likely have turned in the bulk of the           

signatures, know they only get paid for valid signatures. They are experienced collectors, and know the scrutiny (described 

above) their work will face.   

 

Every petition is signed by the collector in front of a notary, right below a warning statement including a $2500 fine and    

prison term up to ten years. If someone violated the terms of the petition, then not only have they defrauded the citizens of 

Virginia but they have defrauded the Goode campaign. We encourage prosecution of anyone who has done so. (This does 

beg the question of where are the prosecutions of the Gingrich petitioners.) 

 

The most important reason that we are confident there are no improprieties related to anything CPV or the Goode campaign 

has done, encouraged, or knowingly tolerated is this: The State Board of Elections has in its hands, almost certainly, enough 

valid signatures to put Congressman Goode on the ballot. There is no reason to commit fraud when the campaign had 

enough collected properly. 

  

We call on Governor McDonnell and the State Board of Elections to immediately complete and publicize the validation of the 

Goode petitions. We are confident this can be done this week, since of over 14,000 signatures turned in on July 16, over 

8,300 have been validated by SBE. Over 4,000 more were turned in August 1. We believe a validation showing that the 

Goode campaign achieved what the Gingrich, Perry, and Santorum campaigns could not will also show there is no motive 

for fraud. 

  

We call on Attorney General Cuccinelli to fully investigate every aspect of this allegation, including whether there was      

collusion between non-partisan election officials and partisan operatives, or partisan activities done independently by non-

partisan election officials. 

  

All Virginians, all Americans, and certainly the media, should be very interested in a quick and impartial resolution of this 

matter. Americans who do not belong to the two parties that have bankrupted this nation already have huge hurdles denying 

them equal access to the ballot, put in place by those very parties. We should not tolerate any efforts to further restrict     

access to the ballot to protect the establishment parties. 

  

Mitch Turner 
Chairman, Constitution Party of Virginia 
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