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An Interview with Writer Joe Wolverton 
The good and bad news about Second Amendment politics. 
 
Joe Wolverton, who received Juris Doctor from the University of Memphis in 
Tennessee, is a featured writer for The New American magazine where his 
“Exercising the Right” column appears. Mr. Wolverton is a popular public speaker 
and recently addressed the Constitution Party’s National Committee meeting. 
 
Question: Thanks for taking the time to share your expertise with the Constitution 
Party. Let’s get right to some issues surrounding the Second Amendment. The 
Constitution is quite clear: “the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not 
be infringed.” Given the fact that the Supreme Court has upheld the Second 
Amendment many times, most recently as 2008 and again in 2010, how can the 
anti-gun lobby be succeeding?  
 

“We do not pledge our 
allegiance to a 
democracy — in which 
our rights to life, liberty,   
or property could be 
abridged or abolished — 
but to a republic, as 
guaranteed to each 
state in Article IV of the 
U.S. Constitution.” 
             ~ Howard Phillips 
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Answer: The anti-gun lobby is succeeding by subtly rewording the Constitution, a favorite tactic of enemies of 
liberty in general and gun rights in particular. For example, instead of citing the Second Amendment’s absolute 
abolition on federal infringement of the right to keep and bear arms, those who would see the people deprived of 
those rights insist that there is nothing wrong with “reasonable restrictions” on the rights guaranteed by the Second 
Amendment. They are wrong. Anytime we begin adding and subtracting critical language to or from the 
Constitution, we put ourselves on a road that leads to tyranny where rights are given and taken away not by God, 
but by government. 
 
Question: What do you see as the two or three most worrisome developments that have recently come to threaten 
the rights of gun owners. 
 
Answer: I believe President Obama is the first most worrisome development to threaten the rights of gun owners. 
Second, is that man’s devotion to the disarmament of civilians. Third, is his declared intention to adopt every 
unconstitutional item on the United Nations’ anti-American agenda. Of course, all those three things came together 
when Sec. of State John Kerry, in the name of the president, signed the U.N.’s Arms Trade Treaty. 
 
Question: There is talk of the United Nations aiding and abetting anti-gun rights movement in this country. Can  
you explain how that is happening? 
 
Answer: The United Nations has one goal: eradicate liberty. The primary weapon in this war on freedom is the 
seizure of American sovereignty and the abolition of the Constitution. The globalists at the UN recognize, however, 
that a frontal assault on the Constitution is not the best strategy. Instead, they have chosen to deploy the time-tested 
tactic of using tragedy as a pretext for tyranny. Every instance of gun violence in America is portrayed as a failure 
of government to protect citizens from guns. Little by little, the UN and its billion dollar backers make inroads into 
that “uninfringeable” right by pushing the boundaries back bit by bit. 
 
Question: What’s the connection between the “surveillance state” — NSA, the FBI, the CIA etc. — and the war   
on guns? 
 
Answer: I believe the connection is in the ability of the federal snoops to identify those it deems “enemies of the 
state.” Today, those enemies are al-qaeda or radical Muslims. Tomorrow, those enemies could be Christians or gun 
owners. As the circumference of liberty shrinks and the scope of surveillance enlarges, all citizens become suspects 
and the crimes they are accused of committing are the exercise of otherwise constitutionally protected rights. It has 
already been demonstrated that the CIA — through front corporations — have developed tools for detecting “trace 
amounts of gunpowder” and that they’ve given those tools to the Department of Homeland Security, who in turn, 
have given them to local law enforcement through the form of grants. The ultimate aim of the surveillance state is  
to keep everyone everywhere under the all-seeing eye of government so that any act of rebellion will be watched, 
recorded, and punished. 
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News &  Notes 
 
★ In Pennsylvania, a ballot access reform bill, SB 195, now has five sponsors in the legislature. The bill 
lowers the number of signatures for independent candidates, and for minor parties, it says a party is qualified 
and entitled to nominate by convention if it has approximately 4,000 registered members. If the bill were 
enacted, it would put the Constitution Party on the general election ballot with no petitioning. 
Constitutionalists are urged contact friends and allies in Pennsylvania and ask that they support this   
important legislation.  
 
★ The Scappoose, Oregon local newspaper recently reported on Constitution Party members Ray Biggs and 
Marshall Porter and the remarkable achievement they attained as elected members of the St. Helens school 
board. They led a first-in-the-state reversal of school district policy barring staff from carrying concealed 
firearms onto school property.  
 
★ “The Ohio Legislature moved the proverbial goalpost in the midst of the game. Stripping the Plaintiffs of 
the opportunity to participate in the 2014 primary in these circumstances would be patently unfair.” That was 
the decision of U.S. District Court Judge Michael H. Watson the case pitting the plaintiffs — the Ohio 
Constitution Party and other minor parties — against the Republican-Democrat legislature that tried to put up 
new and higher road blocks to ballot access. The state may appeal the ruling, but in the opinion of Richard 
Winger, Ballot Access News editor, “The state says it hasn’t decided yet whether to appeal or not. I am betting 
that the state will not appeal. Time is on the side of the minor parties. And there is nothing to attack in the 
U.S. District Court decision. The state has no court precedents on its side in a situation like this, whereas there 
are precedents on the side of the minor parties.”  
 
★ Videos of the presentations made at the Fall, 2013 meeting of the Constitution Party’s National Committee 
can be viewed at http://vimeo.com/channels/constitutionparty/, including former Missouri State 
Representative Cynthia Davis on illegal immigration and Darrell Castle, 2008 Constitution Party Vice 
Presidential nominee, on Obamacare.  
 
★ A January, 2014 Rasmussen Reports national survey finds that only eight percent of voters think Congress 
is doing a good or excellent job. This follows a CNN poll in late 2013 in which respondents were asked their 
preference at the polls: the GOP received 28 percent, the Democrats 35 percent, and 30 percent chose 
Independent/Third Party. Time is ripe for the Constitution Party! 
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Question: New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, a billionaire, has invested millions of dollars in candidates and 
referenda to curtail the rights of gun owners, and other liberal fat cats have too — yet the polls show an overwhelming 
number of Americans are supportive of the right to keep and bear arms. Are the elites on the left getting much bang for 
the buck? 
 
Answer: Silk-stocking socialists like Mike Bloomberg are in the fight for the long haul. They realize that they don’t 
have to win every battle, they just have to win the war and their money buys time. Polls record the opinion of 
Americans given from the safety of their homes without fear of repercussion. When faced with a squad of armed 
Homeland Security agents decked out in black military-like battle dress standing at their front door and demanding the 
homeowner surrender his weapons or be hauled off to federal prison, the average person’s devotion to the Second 
Amendment may not be so rock-ribbed. The billionaires behind the anti-gun crusade are counting on this. 
 
Question: What’s the good news in the fight to preserve gun rights? 
 
Answer: The good news is that state legislatures and governors are beginning to realize their ability and obligation to 
nullify any act of the federal government that exceeds its constitutionally delegated powers. Kansas passed a law 
curtailing the ability of the federal government to unconstitutionally infringe on the right of citizens of that state to keep 
and bear arms. Missouri’s governor vetoed a similar measure in the Show Me State, but constitutionally minded state 
lawmakers are determined to try again next session. The answer to the diminishing of the Second Amendment its he 
enforcement of the Tenth. States are starting to understand this and citizens are beginning to insist that their state and 
local representatives stand up to Washington and use timeless principles of liberty and self-government to force the 
federal beast back inside its constitutional cage. The right of the people to keep and bear arms — and indeed all other 
rights — are under attack and the good news is that average Americans are enlisting in the battle to defend the liberties 
given to them by God. 
 
 


