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With just days to go, there are still debates and open forums for candidates.  

When you have a chance to participate in question and answer sessions, I 

suggest the following scenario for State Senators and Representatives — as well 

as in letters to editor and to call-in radio shows. 
  
You’ll have to do some homework first, but I’ll use two examples to explain what 

I mean. 
  
Constitution Party member:  Thank you for letting me speak.  Most of the time, 

members of minor parties are ignored or even belittled. I wonder what you know 

about ballot access in this state — I’m talking about an open market for so-called 

minor parties and independents that will give voters more alternatives. Here in 

Montana [insert your state], 17,415 signatures are required to get on the ballot as 

a candidate for U.S. Senator — but the standard number of names necessary is 

twice that figure because Democrats and Republicans often challenge signatures 

on technical grounds: names without a middle initial or an address lacking 

apartment number, etc. Do you think that’s fair? Can you justify this roadblock to 

giving voters more choices? What do you plan to do about it if you win? 
  
Constitution Party member:  Americans want more ideas and candidates in 

elections. Gallup polls show that 60% expressed that opinion in 2013, 55% in 

2011, 58% in 2010, and 58% in 2007. Does that surprise you? What will you do 

to address the preference of a majority of voters? 
  
Constitution Party member:  Here in Kentucky [insert your state], it costs 

$3,000 in filing fees ($500 each) to run candidates for Governor, Attorney 

General, Secretary of State, Auditor, Treasurer, and Commissioner of Agriculture, 

plus $500 for each congressional candidate (we have six districts — that’s 

another $3,000). Don’t you think $6,000 is excessive for small parties just to 

offer their candidates to voters? And, by the way, we also need 39,000 signatures 

to get those candidates on the ballot (that’s about 80,000 to ensure we have 

enough valid names). The Constitution Party thinks that’s partisanship of the 

worst kind. Do you? 
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The Howard Phillips Legacy Society 
 

Our party has been blessed in the past year with a 

dramatic upswing of visits to our Facebook page, 

more readers of our party newsletter than ever 

before, and by a number of Constitutionalists who 

are putting up their name as candidates.   
 

That kind of growth doesn’t happen by accident. It 

takes a decisive plan of action, grass roots activists 

willing to work hard, and generous patriots who 

commit financial resources to get the job done. 
 

Among those who invest in the Constitution Party 

are a growing number of Howard Phillips Legacy 

Society members.  
 

Named after the founder of our party, The Howard 

Phillips Legacy Society provides the regular income 

necessary to run the “business end” of our work. 

Members receive the exclusive VICTORY REPORT 

newsletter various gifts of appreciation for joining, 

including a one gram 999.9 pure silver ingot 

especially created for the Constitution Party 

(pictured above). 
 

Learn more about Howard Phillips here, and how to 

join The Howard Phillips Legacy Society here.  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE … 
 

Now, here’s your homework: go to Ballot Access for 

Major and Minor Party Candidates at Ballotpedia and 

scroll down to the map of states. Select yours and find 

the ballot access requirements. There is a lot of 

information on the page to sift through, but simply 

find the section on the page that says “process to 

establish a political party.” Some states have very 

restrictive measures, but some are not so difficult.      

A majority of states do have serious barriers. 
  
Give the basic facts as I’ve used in the examples, so it 

can keep the attention of candidate forum 

participants and in calls to radio talk shows. This is 

the perfect time to publicize the Constitution Party 

and how we fight the two party elitists who don’t like 

competition. If the call-in station wants more 

information, have some highlights from our platform 

to discuss, and be sure to include our website address. 

Voters are now focused on the election — let’s give 

them our side of the story. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Constitution Party National Committee  PO Box 1782  Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17608  1-800-2-VetoIRS  1-800-283-8647 

 

 

http://www.constitutionparty.com/donate/the-howard-phillips-legacy-society/
http://www.constitutionparty.com/donate/the-howard-phillips-legacy-society/
http://ballotpedia.org/Ballot_access_for_major_and_minor_party_candidates
http://ballotpedia.org/Ballot_access_for_major_and_minor_party_candidates


 
 
  

Mark Wachtler, founder of Opposition News, penned 

an excellent article on the opportunities and pitfalls of 

alternative political parties — and how re-tooled 

platform priorities and political campaign tactics, 

focusing on local elections, will accelerate our pace 

toward victory. 
 

National Chairman Frank Fluckiger has long 

emphasized the key to party growth lies in local 

elections. He wrote this in the July edition of our 

American Constitutionist newsletter: “Retail politics, 

one-to-one relationships, is our strategy. Whether it is 

ballot access drives or running candidates for school 

board, local politics is the first — and most attainable 

— step to victory.”  
 

The Opposition News piece is blunt: “Anyone can run 

an impersonal national internet campaign from their 

home computer, knowing they don’t have the finances 

and resources to legitimately compete. In a local race, 

candidates have to actually meet voters in person and 

it’s far more likely to get media attention and press 

coverage. That can be scary for a first-time citizen-

candidate. But that’s what local races are for.”  
 

Wachtler notes: “The Green Party has 43 candidates 

running for U.S. Representative (10 percent of seats 

open in November), but they only have 67 candidates 

running for State Representative (one percent of the 

open seats). The Constitution Party has candidates 

running in 13 U.S. Representative races (three 

percent), but they only have 48 running for State 

Representative (less than one percent).”  
 

Chairman Fluckiger observed in our December 2013 

newsletter: “Victories at the local level are where the 

party will build its base. In practical terms, electing 

good candidates to local offices is far more effective in 

returning control of government to the people than 

taking the longer shot at running for Congress or U.S. 

Senator.  Candidates more closely connected to the 

people have a better chance at being successful on 

Election Day — and are going to be the most 

responsive to the needs of the citizens they serve.” 

 
 

RUNNING FOR OFFICE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
By Peter Gemma 

 
Do we need knowledgeable and aggressive candidates 

for statewide and federal office? Of course we do. And 

every four years the Constitution Party should recruit 

a dynamic presidential candidate who can attract new 

constituencies to our banner. However, we must put 

much of our energy and talents into grassroots 

organizing, and we are indeed moving that way. 

Donna Ivanovich, former Missouri Constitution Party 

State Chairman, recently stated: “I am proud to report 

seven Constitution Party members volunteered as 

State Representative candidates, one for U.S. 

Congress, three for local county offices, and 12 for 

township committees.  Most importantly, a volunteer 

placed his name on the ballot for our one and only 

statewide office that will help extend our ballot access 

four more years.” 
 

Fundamental to our party’s growth is summed-up by 

Mark Wachtler: “Local races give candidates the 

experience, credibility, precinct workers and name 

recognition that are required to compete 

competitively for higher offices. As long as America’s 

opposition parties skip the requisite lower offices, 

we’ll never have any success and never be taken 

seriously by the voters. Start local, build your precinct 

organizations and get to know the voters. People 

won’t vote for our candidates if they think they’re the 

only ones doing it. Let them know they’re not alone, 

not even in their own little neighborhoods.”  
 

Read the Opposition News article here … 
 

Stats Reveal Major Flaw 3rd Party Election Strategies 

______ 
 

Peter Gemma spent 30 years as a political consultant 

and is a member of the Constitution Party’s Executive 

Committee. 

 

All Politics is Local 

http://oppositionnews.org/articles/2014/q4/stats-reveal-major-flaw-3rd-party-election-strategies/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It also provides training on the various aspects of 

running a political party such as organization, 

grassroots networking, communications, etc., as well 

as education on the issues facing Americans and the 

application of the Constitution to those issues. 
 

Why is it important to attend?   In order to re-

establish the American Constitutional Republic, we 

need not only to be organized but also to be on the 

same page regarding strategy and message.   The 

National Committee meeting gives us the opportunity 

to meet with dedicated, like-minded Constitutionists 

from across the country who bring their various skills, 

talents, personalities, and ideas from which we can all 

learn and be inspired.  It is a daunting task we face 

and, as was once clearly demonstrated in American 

history, a small band of united and determined 

patriots can change the course of a nation.  If you are 

currently a sitting National Committee member, but 

have not yet registered, you can still do so here: 

COMMITTEE MEMBER REGISTRATION 
 

How can you become a Committee member?   

 Get active with the Constitution Party in your 

state and local community. 

 Know the principles found in the Constitution 

and other founding documents, and become 

familiar with our party platform. 

 Earn the trust of your state party leaders and 

state party committees so they will be willing 

to select you to represent their state. 

 Be willing to sacrifice your time, your 

resources, and your sacred honor in the Cause 

of Liberty. 
 

Can I attend a National Committee Meeting if I am 

not a member?   Yes, you can attend as a guest.  Fill 

out the guest registration form linked below and we 

will be happy to see you in Cincinnati on the 14th and 

15th of November! 
 

GUEST REGISTRATION 

 

 

 

What is the National Committee?  The National 

Committee of the Constitution Party is composed of 

members chosen by each state party to represent 

their respective states in determining the course of 

the Constitution Party each six months. 
 

How are members chosen?  The national executive 

committee determines how many members each state 

may seat on the national committee, dependent upon 

various factors.  Those factors include criteria such as: 

has a state affiliate paid its annual dues for the 

previous year, are they a duly organized party in their 

state, etc.  Each state affiliate then selects their 

delegates according to their own state bylaws.   Those 

names are then submitted to the national party in 

advance of each national committee meeting. 
 

When and where does the National Committee 

meet?   The National Committee meets each spring 

and fall, according to guidelines set in its national 

bylaws.  Primary and secondary locations are  

selected a year or more in advance by the National 

Executive Committee and presented to the National 

Committee for a confirming vote, at which time the 

floor can be opened up to a discussion of the pros and 

cons of the location should members have any 

concerns that they feel need to be addressed.  The 

locations generally rotate between four areas of the 

country - Eastern States, Central States, Southern 

States, and Western States. 
 

What does the National Committee do?   
 

The National Committee has several functions: 
 

1. It determines the current and future course of 

the Constitution Party; 

2. It takes care of the business of running a 

national political party and; 

3. Members present and vote upon resolutions 

on issues they deem important enough for the 

party to take an official position. 

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
With so many new people joining our ranks every day, and with an upcoming National Committee Meeting, we would like to 

answer a few questions we are often asked about the highest authority in the Constitution Party – the National Committee. 

 

http://www.constitutionparty.com/assets/Cincinnati-Registration-Form-For-Committee-Members.pdf
http://www.constitutionparty.com/assets/Cincinnati-Registration-Form-For-Committee-Members.pdf
http://www.constitutionparty.com/assets/Cincinnati-Registration-Form-For-Guests.pdf


 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                            REGISTRATION IS ONLY $180 if paid by October 31st! 
 

You do not have to be a committee member to attend.  Anyone who is interested in knowing more 

about the Constitution Party is welcome to join us as a registered guest.  A block of rooms has been 

reserved for our use.  Please tell the reservations agent that you are with the Constitution Party to get our 

special rate of $93 per night.  Rooms have double queen-size beds. Price is good for Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday nights.  Deadline is October 31st. 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: NATIONAL COMMENTATOR BEN SWANN 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.benswann.com 
 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 
  

Breakfast, lunch,  and dinner included in registration fee Breakfast and lunch included in registration fee 
  

       Executive Committee Meeting: 10 am to 5 pm National Committee Meeting: 830 am to 4 pm 
  

       Training Sessions: 9 am to 4 pm  National Party Business 
 America’s Moral Climate Change 
 2014 Campaign Reports 
 How an Underdog can Win an Election 
 And much more … 

 How to Start a New County Party 
 Become a Social Media Butterfly on Facebook, 

Twitter, and YouTube 
 Local Fundraising 
 How to Get Free or Cheap Advertising 
 Responsibilities of the State Party 
 How to Set up a Hotel Meeting 
 Mastering the Mail Chimp 

  

       Riverboat Cruise: 6pm (charter bus leaves hotel)  
  

GUEST  REGISTRATION FORM COMMITTEE MEMBER REGISTRATION FORM 

Mailing information and phone number of national office on forms. 

You may also pay online here.  Click “General” under “How May We Attribute Your Contribution”. 

 

 
 

 

 November 14-15, 2014  

The Fall 2014 National Committee Meeting  

will be held in Cincinnati, Ohio at the  

Cincinnati Airport DoubleTree Hotel.   

http://www.benswann.com/
http://www.constitutionparty.com/assets/Cincinnati-Registration-Form-For-Guests.pdf
http://www.constitutionparty.com/assets/Cincinnati-Registration-Form-For-Committee-Members.pdf
https://secure.giftwrapplus.org/cpnc/eu/contribute/
http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/kentucky/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-cincinnati-airport-CVGHBDT/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is with sorrow that we announce the passing of  

Dr. Claud Boyd of North Augusta, South Carolina,  

who died in his home on the 20th of September 2014.  

He was a faithful member of the Constitution Party, 

having served as the state party representative for 

Aiken County.  The party has lost another great 

patriot but our loss is Heaven’s gain.   
 

Dr. Boyd was born to Claude Allen Boyd Sr. and Althea 

Otheal Boyd in Houston, Texas.  He received his B.S. 

degree from the University of Mississippi and his M.D. 

from the University of Miami, Florida, completing his 

Internship at Brooke General Hospital, San Antonio, 

Texas while serving as Captain in the US Army.  His 

residency was done at the Medical College of Georgia 

in Dermatology (1967 – 1970).  Dr. Boyd opened his 

Dermatology practice in 1970 in Augusta, Georgia, 

later opening a second practice in Port Arthur, Texas.  

He continued to practice until the time of his death.  
 

Dr. Boyd was passionate about his practice and 

showing Christ to the people with whom he worked 

Anyone who knew him appreciated the time and care 

he gave to each patient individually.  His quiet 

presence at many National Committee Meetings over 

the years will be missed. 
 

Read his full obituary here. 

 
 

 

 

Alaska. Alaska Constitution Party (ACP) member 

David Luntz III was recently elected to serve as a 

member of the Deltana Community Corporation 

Board. He joins another ACP member and candidate 

for AK House District 9, Pam Goode.   
 

California.  The Constitution Party of California held 

its annual meeting in Fresno in early October and 

elected Gary Odom, former National Field Director, to 

be their new chairman.  Party contact is Charles 

Deemer:  West_Beach_CCCP@socal.rr.com. 
 

Georgia.  The Constitution Party of Georgia (CP-GA) 

recently participated in the inaugural convention of 

the National Personhood Association (NPA) and 

pledges their support of the organization’s 

educational and legislative goals to advance 

personhood in the state of Georgia.  
 

Florida.  A state-wide meeting to organize grass 

roots action, and recruit and train candidates, will be 

held in Lake City on November 1st — 2008 vice 

presidential candidate Darrell Castle will be the 

Keynote Speaker. Contact state vice-chairman Jack 

McLain at Jmclaincpf@bellsouth.net  for more 

information. 
 

Kentucky.  The Constitution Party of Kentucky has a 

new updated website.  Check it out at:  www.cpky.org 
 

New Hampshire.  The Constitution Party of New 

Hampshire has new leadership in the person of David 

MacAulay.  He can be reached at 1-603-587-0672 or 

bunkerhill167@comcast.net. 
 

 

 On Election Night we will begin posting election results on the 

ELECTION CENTRAL  page of our website.    
 

State Chairmen will be sending each candidate’s numbers to 
national as they become available.  Next month’s newsletter will 
focus on the election. 
 

You will also find links to the following pages: 
 

BALLOT ACCESS FAQS 
 

CP PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION HISTORY 
 

 

THE STATE PARTY REPORT 
 

 IN MEMORIAM:  
Dr. Claud Allen Boyd, Jr. 

 

Constitution Party of  
South Carolina 

 

http://www.poseyfuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/Claud-Boyd/#!/Obituary
http://www.alaskaconstitutionparty.com/
mailto:West_Beach_CCCP@socal.rr.com
http://www.gaconstitutionparty.org/
mailto:Jmclaincpf@bellsouth.net
http://www.cpky.org/
mailto:bunkerhill167@comcast.net
http://vimeo.com/constitutionparty
https://plus.google.com/117294360274142439374/posts
http://www.constitutionparty.com/get-involved/election-central/
http://www.constitutionparty.com/ballot-access-faqs/
http://www.constitutionparty.com/election-history/

